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June 25, 2021

Dear MVUMC Community

In Luke 15 Jesus tells the story of the parable of the lost sheep: “Which one of you, having a hundred
sheep and losing one of them does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is
lost until he finds it?”

A couple of months ago we sent out a church survey to get a sense of how many in the church are fully
vaccinated against the coronavirus, how comfortable people feel about being together for worship, and
what restrictions that would be in place that would help you feel comfortable coming or deciding it is
safer to stay at home. Of our responses I am grateful to say that around 88% of respondents shared they
are fully vaccinated. The vast majority also shared that they feel comfortable attending worship outside
where masks for fully vaccinated people are optional, but only around 45% said they feel comfortable
attending worship inside where fully vaccinated people may be unmasked.

We have resumed in person worship outside since the beginning of June and it has been a true gift to be
together in person once again. I am grateful to share that our Church Leadership Council has recently
submitted a new proposal to the district office to move to worship indoors and it has been approved.

On Sunday July 18, 2021 we will have our first worship service back indoors. We will be gathering
in the sanctuary each Sunday at 9:30am. We will be gathering in the sanctuary since it is our
largest space and will make it easier for people to be safely distanced. We are also going to require
that all persons, regardless of vaccination status, wear face masks during Sunday worship.

The primary reason we are requiring face masks for all people is to care for and protect our children 12
and under who are currently not eligible to receive the vaccine. I invite us to consider the parable of the
lost sheep. We, the 99, the adults, will do what we can to care for the few, the children in our community
and care, by keeping them as safe as possible through wearing masks. While the vaccines are a
tremendous thing and definitely helping, they are not 100% effective and the virus can still be
transmitted, so for the time being we want to be able to protect the kids in our church community until
they are safely able to receive the vaccine.

We will have hand sanitizer and sanitizer wipes located at entry points into the sanctuary and will have
all bathrooms fully stocked with hand soap. The only time people will be unmasked will be when



specific worship leaders are speaking/leading in the pulpit/chancel area, and then masks will be placed
back on after the person(s) are done speaking.

As we move to indoor worship I invite everyone to remember that each of us will have a different level
of what we feel comfortable with and where we desire to exercise caution, especially in terms of how
close we may be to each other. Please be respectful and kind towards how comfortable or cautious others
feel. It is a best practice to ask each other before assuming and initiating any close contact. The
sanctuary is big enough that each person should be able to have enough space to be comfortable. We will
also be keeping all the doors open so that many hands are not touching all the doors, and we will not be
passing the offering plates. When we have communion we will still be using individual cups and
elements instead sharing in the same loaf and cup.

I am so grateful for this next step together and hope we can do all that we can to help each person feel
comfortable and safe as we worship together inside. We still have a few Sundays together in worship
outside and I hope you will be able to join us!

Peace,
Pastor Jay
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