
Week Beginning March 29, 2021
When You Pray by Rueben P. Job: Theme - Life Transformed

Becoming Aware of God’s Presence
Tender Shepherd, who promised to be with us always, we welcome you now into our midst and
invite you to stay with us all the day long.

Inviting God’s Intervention
Come tender Shepherd and be our guide, strength and companion in every experience of life
today and always.

Listening for God’s Voice
Monday - Romans 12:1-8
Tuesday - Romans 12:14-21
Wednesday - Romans 13:8-14
Thursday - Matthew 5:13-16
Friday - Philippians 1:3-11
Saturday - John 17:1-11
Sunday - John 2:13-22 & Psalm 19

Essay
Living a transformed life does not happen by gritting our teeth and trying harder. It happens as
we offer ourselves ever more fully to the One who knows us completely and loves us beyond our
ability to comprehend. Of course, we are called to live a disciplined and faithful life, but not on
our own. It is God who leads us, strengthens us, and sustains us in a life of faithfulness. And it is
God who does the transforming work as we open ourselves more and more to the Spirit’s
presence, guidance, and grace. Paul’s confession in 2 Corinthians 3:18 says it well, “And all of
us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being
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transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the
Lord, the Spirit.” When we spend our days and nights in God’s presence, we too will reflect that
divine image more and more. This is God’s transforming work in progress in ordinary lives and
ordinary times. May it always be the story of our lives.

Quotations
Every Christian practice requires prayer, as Christians doing things together attune themselves to
take part, with trust, in the risky activities of God. In prayer, we open ourselves to respond to
God’s presence and notice the light of God as it shines on the world, exposing fault yet also
promising hope. We pay attention in a special way, focusing our yearning to be partners in God’s
reconciling love. We ask for God’s help in saying yes to that which is life-giving in the deepest
sense and in saying the specific no that will loosen whatever chains bind us and others to
destruction. We thank God for life and love, and we beg God for mercy and strength, for
ourselves, and all creation. (Practicing Our Faith, Bass pg. 202)

The prayer practice known as The Examen helps us to see the will of God in action...The key to
understanding the examen as a practice of discernment is to see how looking backward to
identify the movement of God can lead to being guided by God in the future. The examen asks
us to look back over a period of time or review an event, looking for glimmers, moments and
actions that appear to be either “of God” or not “of God.” The former are the life-giving things
that bring the fruits of the Spirit, while the latter are those things that are death-dealing and bring
fruits of a spirit that is not God. The prayerful examen-action of the past helps us in our
discernment of the future because we begin to see the trajectory of God’s action in our own place
and our time. (Leading a life with God Wolpert pgs 68-69).

The Christ who calls us from the depths of our being, who commissions us to witness to what we
know in our hearts, is the one who brings life abundant, not only to us but through us, the church
and its members. Each of us chooses to be part of this world’s problems or its solutions, a
connection or disconnection from God’s love, a spark fed by the fire of God’s Spirit or one that
flies from the fire and dies alone. Jesus was a realist. “In the world you face persecution,” he
stated, “but take courage; I have conquered the world” John 16:33 (Faith, The Yes of the Heart,
Brame; p. 92).

A long time ago, I heard Jean Houston tell a story about herself as a youth, going to hear a
presentation by Helen Keller who was blind and deaf. Houston said that after Keller finished
speaking she knew that she had to talk with her. She got up and presented her face to Keller.
Houston described the experience this way: “She read my whole face and I blurted out: ‘Miss
Keller, why are you so happy?’ and she laughed and laughed saying: ‘My child, it is because I
live each day as if it were my last, and life, with all its moments, is so full of glory.’” (The Cup of
Our Life, Rupp; pg. 145)
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Reflection Time

Making Our Requests Known
Prayer for Our World, Its People, and Leaders
Prayer for the Church and Its Leaders
Prayer for Those in Our Circle of Responsibility
Prayer for Ourselves

Offering of Self to God
In trust and love we now offer all that we are and have to you and ask you to accept, bless and
use the gift we bring in ways that are pleasing to you; for we know that will be good and right for
us.

Blessing
Bless and make fruitful the life we offer, this day and always, for we are yours.

Week Beginning March 22, 2021
When You Pray by Rueben P. Job: Theme - Reflections on Discipleship

Becoming Aware of God’s Presence
Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually. Remember the wonderful works he
has done, his miracles and the judgments he has uttered. (Psalm 105:4-5)

Inviting God’s Intervention
With my whole heart I seek you; do not let me stray from your commandments. I treasure your
word in my heart, so that I may not sin against you. Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your
statutes. (Psalm 119:10-12)

Listening for God’s Voice
Monday - Matthew 16:24-28
Tuesday - Luke 14:25-33
Wednesday - Acts 14:19-23
Thursday - Mark 10:28-31
Friday - Acts 28:11-22
Saturday - John 8:31-38
Sunday - Mark 8:31-38 & Psalm 22:23-31

Essay
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Following Jesus in a world like ours is not all that easy. There are costs involved. And why
would we think otherwise? Living as a radical child of God was not that easy for Jesus, either.
And the twelve found the earth moved beneath their feet, too, as they tried to follow not only the
teachings of Jesus, but Jesus himself. But they also noticed that those who did not follow Jesus
not only felt the earth move beneath their feet, they saw their world come apart. The twelve
discovered that the cost of being a disciple was so minimal compared to the benefit of being a
disciple that, upon closer examination, it was a no-brainer to choose to follow the One who alone
could give the gift of constant companionship with the living Good in this world and the next. In
a world like ours only a life fully given to God can find fulfillment, security, a deep and abiding
peace, and the intimate companionship of God. That is exactly where I want to live. How about
you?

Quotations
Many are the things of which the believer has need in order to attain knowledge of God and
virtue: deliverance from passions, patient acceptance in trials, the inner principles of virtues,...in
short there are countless other things which help us to reject sin and ignorance and to attain
knowledge and virtue. It was surely because of this that the Lord said, “Whatever you ask in
prayer, believing you will receive,” stating simply that the devout must seek and ask with
understanding and faith for all those things, and for those alone, which lead to virtue and
knowledge of God. For all these things are profitable, and unquestionable the Lord gives them to
those who ask. (The Philokalia Vol 2, St Nikodimos of the Holy Mountain and St. Makarios of
Corinth pg. 191)

I do not fully understand the reasons for the wilderness of God’s absence. This I do know: while
the wilderness is necessary, it is never meant to be permanent. In God’s time and in God’s way
the desert will give way to a land flowing with milk and honey. And as we wait for that promised
land of the soul, we can echo the prayer of Bernard of Clairvaux, “O my God, deep calls to deep.
The deep of my profound misery calls to the deep of Your infinite mercy.” (Prayer, Foster pg
24).

True children of God realize in life’s circumstances that we have no strength on our own. In all
moments we are to confess our weaknesses to do good by our own efforts. We know with St.
Paul that all our strength is to be found in Christ. Our very weakness, when recognized, can
become our strength as we lovingly surrender to God in all things. Any trials that come to us
must be accepted joyfully as we place our hope in our weaknesses in God (In Jesus We Trust,
Maloney; p. 134).

We are chosen, blessed, and broken so as to be given...For me, personally this means that it is
only as people who are given that we can fully understand our being chosen, blessed, and
broken. In the giving it becomes clear that we are chosen, blessed and broken not simply for our
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own sakes, but so that all we live finds its final signaince in it's being lived for others. (Life of the
Beloved, Nouwhen; pg. 84).

Reflection Time

Making Our Requests Known
Prayer for Our World, Its People, and Leaders
Prayer for the Church and Its Leaders
Prayer for Those in Our Circle of Responsibility
Prayer for Ourselves

Offering of Self to God
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus
asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom
can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are
the Holy One of God.” (John 6:66-69)

Blessing
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my strength
and my might; he has become my salvation. (Isaiah 12:2)

Week Beginning March 15, 2021
When You Pray by Rueben P. Job: Theme - Learning Who We Are

Becoming Aware of God’s Presence
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He, who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not, with him, also give us
everything else? (Romans 8:32-32)

Inviting God’s Intervention
O Lord, be gracious to us; we wait for you. Be our arm every morning, our salvation in the time
of trouble. (Isaiah 33:2)

Listening for God’s Voice
Monday - 2 Samuel 23:1-4
Tuesday - 2 Corinthians 4:1-15
Wednesday - Luke 22:39-46
Thursday - James 1:12-18
Friday - 1 Peter 4:12-19
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Saturday - 1 Peter 5:1-11
Sunday - Mark 1:9-15 & Psalm 25:1-10

Essay
We tend to forget that Jesus was fully human and faced the temptations and questions of life just
as we do. Perhaps that is why the Gospel accounts in each of the three-year cycles of suggested
scriptures for this Sunday in Lent tell of what happened to Jesus immediately after being
baptized in the Jordan River by John. There was the affirmation of a voice from heaven
declaring, “You are my Son, the beloved; with you I am well pleased.” But then comes the
account of the 40 days of temptation and trial in the wilderness. These forty days of fasting and
prayer with only the companionship of his beloved, “Abba” were a time of discovery of self,
growing trust in Abba, an offering of self without reservation. May our Lenten journeys be as
much for each of us.

Quotations

In the first three centuries the training of Christian leaders occurred on the job...The disciples
learned the significance of prayer or other acts of symbolic devotion, therefore from seeing them
in the life of Jesus, an observant Jew with a strong divine consciousness. If we may trust the
impression left by the Synoptic Gospels, Jesus implanted in their minds the necessity of a
profound God-awareness in all of life that was to be sharpened by prayer and other acts of
worship. (Spiritual Preparation for Christian Leadership, Hinson pgs. 15-16)

Let’s return to the biblical scene of Christ’s last evening with his disciples in the Garden of
Gethsemane. The disciples were full of good intentions, but Jesus understood their condition. In
the light of this knowledge he advised a course of action that would enable them to do what he
knew they sincerely wanted to do. “Watch and pray,” he said, “that you may not enter into
temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak”. The plain meaning of this advice
to his sleepy and worried friends was that by engaging in a certain type of action - the keeping of
vigil combined with prayer - they would be able to attain a level of spiritual responsiveness and
power in their lives that would be impossible without it. In this simple but profound episode we
find the whole nature and principle of the king of active that is a spiritual discipline. (The Spirit
of the Disciplines, Willard pg 151).

“Holiness,” said Walter Rauschenbush, “is goodness on fire.” This captures well the holiness -
and the danger - of Jesus, his power to attract and disturb...before re-creation or redemption can
occur… Most of us, along with our culture, create some tammer, more easily contained version
of Jesus and the holiness he represents. A Jesus who becomes easy to laugh at, shrug off,
dismiss...not a person, not the living God who speaks and rattles the foundations of the earth.
(Why Jesus Makes Me Nervous, Joy Jordan-Lake; p. 44).
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From the way Jesus talked about God and enacted the reign of God, it is obvious that he had a
special and original experience of God as intimate, close, and tremendously compassionate over
human suffering and sin. Out of that experience Jesus surfaced a name for God, namely, Abbe. In
the Hebrew Scriptures God is occasionally called “Father” in some of the psalms and prophets.
But Abbe does not exactly mean Father. It is the Aramaic word that a small child would use to
address his or her father being able to talk. As such a babble word, it really translates to English
as “papa” or “dada” or some other equivalent. Every language has these little words that children
use before they can really speak, but which they can use to call on their nearest and dearest.
Jesus’ own personal experience of God as close and compassionate led him to name God in this
very intimate way, Abbe. The name evokes the power of a very close relationship between Jesus
and the One he names this way. Furthermore, Jesus teaches others to call God, Abbe,
encouraging them to trust God the way little children trust a good parent to take care of them, be
compassionate over their weakness, and stand guard against those who would harm them. Jesus’
Abbe experience is the heart of the matter, the dynamism behind his preaching the reign of God
and of his typical way of acting, God Abbe was the passion of his life.  (Consider Jesus,
Elizabeth Johnson; pg. 57).

Reflection Time

Making Our Requests Known
Prayer for Our World, Its People, and Leaders
Prayer for the Church and Its Leaders
Prayer for Those in Our Circle of Responsibility
Prayer for Ourselves

Offering of Self to God
God of love and compassion, author of life and all creation, we now offer ourselves to you and
invite your presence fully into our lives to mold and shape us, as a skilled potter brings forth
something good, useful, and beautiful from malleable clay.

Blessing
We leave this time of prayer and reflection, remembering who we are as God’s children and
filled with confidence and peace because God is with us.

Week Beginning March 8, 2021
When You Pray by Rueben P. Job: Theme - Listening to Jesus

Becoming Aware of God’s Presence
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Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him! (Luke
9:35)

Inviting God’s Intervention
Loving teacher, help us to open our minds, hearts and entire lives to you. Come, speak to us,
teach us, lead us, and form us until we are more and more like you; for we are yours.

Listening for God’s Voice
Monday - Luke 11:27-28
Tuesday - Isaiah 42:1-9
Wednesday - Hebrews 3:7-15
Thursday - John 10:1-6
Friday - Acts 13:44-52
Saturday - Acts 28:23-31
Sunday - Mark 9:2-9 & Psalm 99

Essay
It is difficult to follow Jesus if we do not know where he is going and where he wants to lead us.
The voice from the cloud told those first disciples to listen to Jesus. I imagine the advice is true
for us as well. It is so important for us to find ways of listening to what Jesus has to say to us
today.

Of course this is true so that we may know what it means to follow Jesus, and it is also true so
that we may find grace and strength to do so. We may not be able to open our lives to the
amazing grace that is available to guide us, sustain us, comfort us, and keep us unless we listen
to hear where Jesus is leading us. So we learn to listen so that we will not miss the most
important voice of all time with the most important message we will ever hear.

Quotations

A new beginning! We must learn to live each day, each hour, yes, each minute as a new
beginning, as a unique opportunity to make everything new. Imagine that we could live each
moment as a moment pregnant with new life. Imagine that we could live each day as a day full of
promises. Imagine that we could walk through the new year always listening to a voice saying to
us: “I have a gift for you and can’t wait for you to see it!” Imagine...we must open our minds and
hearts to the voice that resounds through the valleys and hills of our life saying: “Let me show
you where I live among my people. My name is “God-with-you.’ I will wipe away all the tears
from your eyes; there will be no more death, and no more mourning or sadness. The world of the
past has gone” we must choose to listen to that voice, and every choice will open us a little more
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to discover new life hidden in the moment, waiting eagerly to be born. (Here and Now, Nouwen
pgs. 16-17)

The true prophetic message always calls us to a spiritual defiance of the world as it now is. Our
prayer, to the extent that it is fully authentic, undermines the status quo. It is a spiritual
underground resistance movement. We are subversive in a world of injustice, oppression and
violence. Like Amos of old, we demand that “justice roll down like waters, and righteousness
like an everflowing stream.” We plead the case of the orphan and the widow, or whoever the
helpless ones are in your context. In our prayers and in our actions we stand firm against racism,
sexism, nationalism, ageism and every other “ism” that separates and splits and divides.”
(Prayer, Foster pg 247).

This is the only time in the Gospels that the disciples ask to be taught, the only time that Jesus is
addressed by his disciples in the verbal imperative: “teach us.” Jesus taught daily. He taught in
field and synagogue and temple. The disciples for a considerable time through the Galilean years
have observed Jesus praying. Now they ask, “teach us.” They have had the introductory courses
in living Jesus's Way and are now eligible for an upper-level elective. And what do they choose?
Prayer. “Teach us to pray.” (Tell It Slant, Peterson; 47-18).

In religious circles we find today a fierce and almost violent planning and programming, a sense
that without ceaseless activity nothing will ever be accomplished. How seldom it occurs to us
that God has to undo and do all over again so much of what we in our willfulness have pushed
through in God’s name. How little there is in us of the silent and radiant strength in which the
secret works of God really take place! How ready we are to speak, how loathe to listen, to sense
the further dimension of what it is that we confront. (Dimensions of Prayer, Steere; p. 4-5).

Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, unuttered or expressed, the motion of a hidden fire that
trembles in the breast.

Prayer is the simplest form of speech that infant lips can try; prayer the sublimest strains that
reach the Majesty on high.

O Thou, by whom we come to God, the Life, the Truth, the Way: the path of prayer thyself hast
trod: Lord teach us how to pray! (Prayer is the Soul’s Sincere Desire” Words: James
Mongtomery)

Reflection Time

Making Our Requests Known
Prayer for Our World, Its People, and Leaders
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Prayer for the Church and Its Leaders
Prayer for Those in Our Circle of Responsibility
Prayer for Ourselves

Offering of Self to God
Because you first love us and have chosen us, we are bold to offer ourselves to you and we listen
for yoru voice of direction and invite you to work your perfect will in our lives this day and
always.

Blessing
Walk this day in Holy presence listening for, hearing and responding quickly and faithfully to
God’s slightest whisper in all things.

Week Beginning March 1, 2021
When You Pray by Rueben P. Job: Theme - Jesus As Our Teacher

Becoming Aware of God’s Presence
Lord you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought
forth or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are
God. (Psalm 90:1-2)

Inviting God’s Intervention
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. Let your good spirit lead me on a level path.
(Psalm 143:10)

Listening for God’s Voice
Monday - Micah 4:1-5
Tuesday - Luke 4:31-37
Wednesday - Mark 1:21-28
Thursday - John 7:10-24
Friday - Matthew 23:1-12
Saturday - Luke 12:8-12
Sunday - Mark 2:13-22 & Psalm 103:1-13, 22

Essay
Jesus the master teacher surprises us with the easy way he offers earthshaking principles and a
revolutionary way of life. For the most part we have tamed those teachings to something we can
tolerate without too much embarrassment at our failure to actually practice what Jesus lived and
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taught. But in our better moments we do want to be like Jesus, live like Jesus, and die like Jesus.
Well, maybe we do sometimes, but we like to choose the times and the places.

But upon closer examination we realize that even though Jesus lived a pretty risky life,
challenging the religious authority as well as the cultural wisdom of his day, we do want to live
like him and be like him. When we sit with and walk with this master teacher we will be taught
new ways of living and of being. And if we have the courage to continue in the presence of this
master teacher, we may find our lives transformed more and more into that divine image that we
all carry deep within, although sometimes hidden behind our fears. May we spend this day in the
classroom with Jesus.

Quotations

Now disciples of Jesus are people who want to take into their being the order of The Kingdom
Among Us. They wish to live their life in it as Jesus himself would, and that requires
internalization of that order. Study is the chief way in which they do it. They devote their
attention, their thoughtful inquiry, and their practical experimentation to the order of the
kingdom as seen in Jesus, in the written word of scripture, in others who walk in the way, and in
deed, in every good thing in nature, history, and culture. (The Divine Conspiracy, Dallas Willard
p. 361)

While being so busy running my own life, I become oblivious to the gentle movements of the
Spirit of God within me, pointing me in directions quite different from my own...God does not
shout, scream or push. The Spirit of God is soft and gentle like a small voice or a light breeze. It
is the spirit of love. Maybe we still do not fully believe that God’s Spirit is, indeed, the Spirit of
Love, always leading us deeper into that love. Maybe we still distrust the Spirit, afraid to be led
to places where our freedom is taken away. Maybe we still think of God’s Spirit as an enemy
who wants something of us that is not good for us. But God is love, and only love, and God’s
Spirit is the Spirit of love longing to guide us to the place where the deepest desires of our hearts
can be fulfilled.  (Here and Now, Henri Nouwen pgs 58-29).

For the most part we don't become fluent in the language of prayer on our own, or by reading a
book, or by signing up for a course. We become fluent in prayer by keeping company with Jeuss.
We learn to pray “in Jesus’ name.” (Tell It Slant, Peterson; p. 267).

In his last, never-to-be-forgotten evening with his friends, Jesus did what so many do when they
are about to die. He spoke of what mattered most. He told his friends that he loved them. He
asked that they take care of each other for his sake. Then he added something vitally important;
“Abide in me as I abide in you...Apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:4-5). What did he
mean? Abiding is dwelling, living in God: a constant connection, a continuing communion based
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on complete trust. Jesus was going away bodily, but his Spirit would remain, abiding with those
he loved. He invited his followers to reciprocate, to depend on him and on the one who sent him.
(Faith, the Yes of the Heart, Brame; p. 96).

Reflection Time

Making Our Requests Known
Prayer for Our World, Its People, and Leaders
Prayer for the Church and Its Leaders
Prayer for Those in Our Circle of Responsibility
Prayer for Ourselves

Offering of Self to God
Trusting in your love, wisdom, mercy, and power, I give myself to you and invite you always to
fulfill your purpose in my life.

Blessing
May the Holy Spirit teach, guide, companion and comfort you this day and always.

Week Beginning February 22, 2021
When You Pray by Rueben P. Job: Theme - Looking for the Right Way

Becoming Aware of God’s Presence
You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say
to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.” (Psalm 91:1-2)

Inviting God’s Intervention
In you, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. In your righteousness deliver me and
rescue me; incline your ear to me and save me. Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress, to
save me, for you are my rock and my fortress (Psalm 71:1-3)

Listening for God’s Voice
Monday - Matthew 5:17-20
Tuesday - Romans 8:18-27
Wednesday - Matthew 7:15-20
Thursday - Galatians 5:13-15
Friday - Galatians 5:16-21
Saturday - Galatians 5:22-26
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Sunday - Mark 2:1-12 & Psalm 41

Essay
Why is that in my eight decades of living I still have to look for the right way? Of course,
practicing the right way for a long time does develop excellent habits and right responses to
many of life’s experiences. But sometimes I still find myself struggling to find the right word, the
right answer, the right decision, and the right path. Why? Because I am alive and the world
around me is alive and pulsing with questions, invitations, and declarations that are not always
aimed at the common good or seek the best for me. And these sometimes subtle and sometimes
bold efforts at leading me in a wrong direction nibble away at my resolve and my good habits.
Perhaps that's why Jesus said, “And remember, I am always with you.” (Matthew 28:20). While
the first disciples had their face-to-face, three year course of study, Jesus promised to be with
them always to guide, companion, instruct and encourage. It is a promise that we can claim for
ourselves today.

Quotations

The power by which God transforms humans is the Holy Spirit. Christian spirituality is therefore
not a matter of cultivating some dimension of the human spirit, but a matter of obedient response
to the Spirit of God. (The Creed, Luke Timothy Johnson p. 245)

If we take seriously the word of the risen Christ, “Know that I am with you always; yes, to the
end of time” (Matthew 28:20), we should expect that He will be actively present in our lives. If
our faith is alive and luminous, we will be alert to moments, events, and occasions when the
power of the resurrection is brought to bear on our lives. Self-absorbed and inattentive, we fail to
notice the subtle ways in which Jesus is snagging our attention. William Barry wrote, “we must
school ourselves to pay attention to our experiences of life in order to discern the touch of God or
what Peter Berger calls the rumor of angels from all other includes on our experience.” (Abba’s
Child, Manning pgs 99-100).

God is present, hoping, and urging, in the midst of all the situations of life. As Christians, we
believe that God is passionately involved in human affairs and intimately invested in all our
questioning. Moreover, we believe God is seeking to bring healing and wholeness and
reconciliation, transforming this broken world into that new creation where there will be no more
sadness, injustice, or pain. Our decisions and our search for guidance take place in the active
presence of a God who intimately cares about our life situations and who invites us to participate
in the divine activities of healing and transformation. (Practicing Our Faith, Dorothy Bass, ed; p.
106).
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In modern life we have become so busy with our daily affairs and thoughts that we have
forgotten this essential art in taking time to converse with our heart. When we ask it about our
current path, we must look at the values we have chosen to live by. Where do we put our time,
our strength, our creativity, our love? We must look at our life without sentimentality,
exaggeration, or idealism. Does what we are choosing reflect what we most deeply value? (A
Path With Heart, Jack Kornfield; p. 12).

The gospel, while honoring our experience, doesn’t begin with experience. We don’t begin a
holy life by wanting a holy life, desiring to be good, fulfilled, complete, or wanting to be
included in the grand scheme of things. We have been anticipated, and the way we have been
anticipated is by resurrection. Jesus’ resurrection. Living a holy life, the Christian equivalent of
revolution, begins with Jesus’ resurrection. (Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places, Eugene
Peterson; pg. 230).

Reflection Time

Making Our Requests Known
Prayer for Our World, Its People, and Leaders
Prayer for the Church and Its Leaders
Prayer for Those in Our Circle of Responsibility
Prayer for Ourselves

Offering of Self to God
With gratitude for your constant love and care, Almighty God, I offer myself to you in faith and
confidence, that you will accept and make whole and perfect all that is given to you.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to
you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)

Week Beginning February 17 (Ash Wednesday) - Feb 21
When You Pray by Rueben P. Job: Theme - In Need of Healing

Becoming Aware of God’s Presence
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. (Psalm 19:1-2)
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Inviting God’s Intervention
Do not, O Lord, withhold your mercy from me; let your steadfast love and your faithfulness keep
me safe forever. (Psalm 40:11)

Listening for God’s Voice
Wednesday - Acts 3:1-10
Thursday - Matthew 8:1-4
Friday - Job 29:1-20
Saturday - Psalm 1
Sunday - Mark 1:40-45 & Psalm 30

Essay
Sitting in a crowded waiting room of a large university medical center, I was struck by the great
variety of persons in the room. Some very old who needed assistance to walk and some very
young who were being carried and with nearly every color of skin represented. I assumed the one
thing they had in common was that they wanted to be healed of whatever aliment brought them
there. Waiting for my name to be called, I thought of the experience of Jesus at the pool in
Jerusalem as it is told in John 5:2-9. The “clinic at the pool” was also crowded when Jesus
approached and spoke to a man who had been ill for thirty-eight years. It is not surprising that
Jesus, who seemed to show compassion to everyone he met, spoke to the person who had been
there so long seeking a cure.
The surprising thing is that Jesus asked him if he wanted to be made well. What a silly question.
Everyone wants to be made well. The man had been there seeking healing for what must have
seemed like a lifetime and in response to the question, “Do you want to be healed?” He replies
that he has no one to help him get into the healing water at the right time. Jesus then tells him to
“Stand up, take your mat and walk.” I wondered what the doctor would tell each of the persons
in the waiting room and what she would tell me. How much of my well-being is up to me? What
must I do to appropriate God’s life-giving power in my life?

Quotations
Healing prayer is part of the normal Christian life. It should not be elevated above any other
ministry in the community of faith, nor should it be undervalued; rather, it should be kept in
proper balance. It is simply a normal aspect of what it means to live under the reign of God. This
should not surprise us, for it is a clear recognition of the incarnational nature of our faith. God
cares as much about the body as the soul, as much about the emotions as the spirit. The
redemption that is in Jesus is total, involving every aspect of the person - body, soul, will, mind,
emotions, spirit. (Prayer, Foster; p. 203)

Even when we know that we are called to be wounded healers, it is still very difficult to
acknowledge that healing has to take place today. Because we are living in days when our
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wounds have become all too visible. Our loneliness and isolation has become so much a part of
our daily experience, that we cry out for a Liberator who will take us away from our misery and
bring us justice and peace. To announce, however, that the Liberator is sitting among the poor
and that the wounds are signs of hope and that today is the day of liberation, is a step very few
can take. But this is exactly the announcement of the wounded healer: “The Master is coming -
not tomorrow, but today, not next year, but this year, not after all our misery is passed, but in the
middle of it, not in another place but right here where we are standing.” (The Wounded Healer,
Nouwen; p. 95).

God’s fullest revelation as love and goodness by nature is made in his incarnate Word, Jesus
Christ. For in him we have not only words, but we have the one Word that is the perfect copy of
God’s nature. In him we can come not only to know God's very nature as a community of
mutual, sharing persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but we can be brought into a loving
communion with God’s very being through the risen Lord’s Spirit. We can become good, not in
ourselves, but as true participators in God’s very own nature. (In Jesus We Trust, Maloney,; p.
20)

One of the basic consequences of living as a Christian is coming to know ourselves. That entails
both struggle and joy. It is a lifetime task that leads to wholeness not only within ourselves but in
our perception of all of the reality that surrounds us. It is the integration that makes it possible for
us not only to call Jesus’ name, but to accept the consequences. We will be called to submit to
the fire and be transformed, to climb mountains and to relax in the cool valley by a refreshing
stream. The slopes and the upgrades of our lives will alternate, but we will have the constant
reassurance of following one who loves us and knows how to set the pace. (Symbols of Inner
Truth, Kelly; pg. 48)

If Christ is born in our hearts, will the world ever feel it? Will government and business, our
beloved earth or our disenfranchised masses be affected? We cannot answer that we are not good
enough or not schooled enough or are not recognized. We can only begin where we are...To all
those who receive him, who believe in his name, Christ still gives “the power to become the
children of God” (John 1:12) and, with this inheritance, his grace to love to life the earth and all
its people. (Faith, the Yes of the Heart, Brame; p 92).

Reflection Time

Making Our Requests Known
Prayer for Our World, Its People, and Leaders
Prayer for the Church and Its Leaders
Prayer for Those in Our Circle of Responsibility
Prayer for Ourselves

16



Offering of Self to God
O Lord, my God, I give to you as much of self as I am able to give this day. Lead me in
faithfulness and righteousness until I am whole and wholly yours.

Blessing
This day we claim the promise, presence, and power of God to bring us to our full humanity,
whole and happy as God’s beloved children.
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