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   WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
Pastor:                 Jay Campbell 
Music Director/Organist:                  Cathy Manley 
Liturgist:                                                                                                                      Barry Colvert 
Counters:                                                                                           Tom Kays & Gregg Robinson 
Responsible for Closing:                                                                                             Barry Colvert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TODAY, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19    9:30a  Worship Service  (S) 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20     7:00p  Church Leadership Council (Zoom) 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21               10:00a  “The Very Good Gospel” (216) 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22    NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
        9:30a  Prayer Group  
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23    6:30p  Choir Rehearsal (FH) 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24     7:00p  AA (211) 
        8:30p  AA (211) 
NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26    9:30a  Worship Service (S) 

  

September 19, 2021 
 

MOUNT VERNON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2006 Belle View Boulevard, Alexandria, Virginia 22307-1300 

(703) 765-1100 
email: mvumc.office@gmail.com 

website: mountvernonumc.org 
Rev. Jay Campbell, Pastor 
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Please silence your cell phones during the worship service. 
 
PRELUDE                          
 
GREETINGS  & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                      

(Bold indicates congregational response.  *Those who are able, please stand) 
 

ENTRANCE AND PRAISE              
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP               Responsively 
 Draw near to God, and God will draw near to you. 
 As we come into God's presence the Spirit is speaking words of wisdom. 
 The Spirit calls us to kindness and peace.  
 Wisdom calls us to service and love. 
. 
*OPENING PRAYER   
 Servant God, humble our hearts and quiet our minds, that we may reflect your 
 servant heart in everything we say and do. Plant your wisdom in our lives, that 
 we might live your teachings and bear fruit at just the right time. With humble 
 hearts, we pray. Amen. 
 
*HYMN NO. 2241          “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”            LAND OF REST 

(Children may go to Sunday School at this time) 
       

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
*SCRIPTURE LESSON               James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a   Pew Bible NT p. 216  
 Lay Reader: The word of God, for the people of God.                                                                   
      People: Thanks be to God.   
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                            
 
SERMON                        Caretakers of The Community:              Rev. Jay Campbell 

Stewards are Selfless 
 
 

September 19, 2021                                          9:30 a.m.  
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Weekly Reflection 
 

God of prayers for parking spots and prisons, of hospitals and holidays, of  
anger and angels, of traveling mercies and tired ones, of decolonization and  
deconstruction, of wilderness and wander, of feasts and ferocity, of goodness 
and grief, we come to you today with our whole selves. 
 
God of our honest prayers, and more honest silences, open our eyes to see and 
our ears to hear and our hearts to understand how you are already here with us. 
Mother God, gather us as a hen gathers her chicks and let us catch our breath for 
one hot second and remember how you hold the whole world in your kind,  
capable, wise hands, including us. 
 
Spirit, when we cannot part the weeds of our own traditions and old languages, 
when the old pathways of prayer feel choked with briars and thorns, would you 
make a path in the wilderness, for us to find you in new ways, new worlds, new 
practices, new permissions? Would you meet us in the wilderness and set out a 
feast? We are hungry and thirsty. 
 
We are grateful for (mostly) every moment that brought us here to you. Help us 
to sink down to your love, to push our roots down into that marvelous love, and 
be planted within your power and grace, as we practice loving this world as you 
have loved this world. May we laugh harder because we have learned to let  
ourselves weep with you. May we see and know the name beauty because we 
have learned to bring the ugliness to you. Surprise us and startle us, we're open 
to all the weird ways you want to speak in us and to us and through us.  
 
Give us opportunities to practice mercy and courage. Call us to humility,  
confession, and repentance even when pride feels more comfortable and  
superior. Teach us how to rest, how to abide, and how to light candles and be 
satisfied. Don't let us get away with divorcing our prayers from our politics and 
policies and practices. May we love our neighbors. Teach us to pray, God, as 
you have always welcomed us to pray: fully human, fully yours, fully held, and 
fully loved. We will tell you the truth of our lives and of this world. And we will 
listen to the truth you speak back to us. The truth of our belovedness, of your 
justice, of your faithfulness, of love. And say, let it be so, let it be in me. Amen. 
 

Written by Sarah Bessey in A Rhythm of Prayer 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

 
*HYMN NO. 2129             “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”                             ASSAM 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 We come to confession, admitting to God and one another where we have 
 messed up. In our confession we seek to forgive and be forgiven. Let us pray: 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Servant God, humble our hearts, even when we are proud. Call us back to 
 service and love, even when our focus is lost in the pursuit of power and 
 prestige. Remind us to be childlike in faith and to be faithful as your  
 children. Cover us with your grace and unify us in your peace, that we  
 may embrace your wisdom from above and your humility from below.  
 In your mercy and grace, we pray. Amen. 
 
 (Prayer continues in silence) 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 With the nourishment of Christ the Living Water, we are refreshed and made 
 new. In God's mercy and grace, we are again claimed as God's children and 
 called into God's service.  
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 What is the wisdom from above? It is lives lived here and now, when we are 
 peaceful, gentle, merciful, good, kind, fair and genuine. Let us serve one another 
 with signs of this wisdom as we pass the peace of Christ.  
 
GIVING OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS    
 
*DOXOLOGY NO. 94 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here 
 below: Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise  
 Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the  
 power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.   

 
SENDING FORTH            

           
*HYMN NO. 2153          “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”      I’M GONNA LIVE 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                    
 

*************************** 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

SEASONAL DISCIPLESHIP INVITATION 
We have begun a new year-long focus to help us cultivate new discipleship practices. 
Throughout the year we will offer a variety of new resources, experiences and  
opportunities to deepen our discipleship. This fall we will be focusing on cultivating the 
practice of daily devotion. In the back of the sanctuary are a variety of free daily  
devotions for you, as well as we will be offering a weekly meditation in the bulletin. A 
daily devotion is simply a way to ground ourselves for a few moments each day in God's 
belovedness and calling. It is a way to grow and be in communion with the divine.  
 
 
NEW COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP - BELLE VIEW ELEMENTARY 
We are beginning a new partnership with Belle View Elementary School to help their 
weekend feeding program. We will be offering to help send weekend food packs home 
to around 10 children. You can help through food donations, monetary donations,  
shopping for food with the monetary donations, and/or packing the bags. You can  
donate individual mac and cheese, canned soup, fruit cups, applesauce, oatmeal packets, 
cup of noodles or ramen pack, juice boxes and granola bars. Each pack will be put 
together in a gallon sized Ziploc bag.  Donations can be left on the table at the back of 
the sanctuary. 
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CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS 
We have children's worship bulletins available. Each bulletin is designed with a variety 
of activities centered around the scriptures used in worship from the Revised Common 
Lectionary. You can find them in the back of the sanctuary located next to the Sunday 
worship bulletins.  
 
 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
Saturday October 2 at 10:00 am we will have a celebration of the blessing of the  
animals. This will be a day to connect with our community and celebrate and bless 
God's creation and be thankful for the joy that animals bring to us. All pets are  
welcome!  
 
 

EMPTY BOWLS RISING HOPE FUNDRAISER  
On the evening of October 16 we will be hosting the Empty Bowls Fundraiser for  
Rising Hope's hunger and food ministries. Tickets will be $50 each and will include a 
take home artisan made pottery bowl and a soup dinner. There will be a virtual option 
where you can pick up a bowl and soup in the afternoon and stream the event that  
evening. They are reserving several tickets for our church as a a gift since we are  
hosting the event, if you would like to reserve your spot for the event please speak with 
Pastor Jay.    
 
 

FALL BOOK STUDY — September 7-28 — Tuesday Mornings at 10:00 am 
The Very Good Gospel by Lisa Sharon Harper 
Through careful exploration of the biblical text, particularly the first three chapters of 
Genesis, Harper shows us what “very good” can look like today—in real time.  
 
 

FACE MASKS IN WORSHIP 
As we continue to worship in person we want to do so as safely as possible. Face masks 
are required, regardless of vaccination status. We want to do our best to protect one an-
other and our community. We do have facemasks available if you are in need, and they 
are designed to help make it easier to sing. 
 
 

SUPPORT THE NEW KENNEDY SHELTER 
As a community of people who follow the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, we will 
always do all we can to be advocates for our neighbors who are poor and homeless. 
There is a proposed location for a new and updated Kennedy Shelter. The new location 
is at the top of Beacon Hill Road.  As people of faith we have a biblical mandate to be 
advocates for our neighbors who are homeless. Join https://kennedy-shelter-
allies.mailchimpsites.com/ to learn how you can connect and offer your support. 

https://kennedy-shelter-allies.mailchimpsites.com/
https://kennedy-shelter-allies.mailchimpsites.com/

