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June 22, 2020 
 
Dear Church Community, 
 
The VA Conference of The UMC has asked every church to establish a Healthy Church Team (HCT) to put into 
place conference requirements for returning to in person worship and church activities, of which you can find 
here: https://vaumc.org/return/ We want to give you an update about the work of our HCT here at MVUMC. 
 
As we collaborate and discern the right decisions for our church we have been doing so with the following values: 
1) Keep our congregation members and community family of Fairfax County safe; 2) Offer worship that is 
meaningful and authentic and offer gospel hospitality to all persons; 3) Listen to our church community; and 4) 
Keep people connected to their faith and church community. 
 
We want to thank everyone for your responses to the church survey sharing how comfortable you feel about 
returning to in person worship and other church gatherings. Your responses have helped us in making the right 
decisions. 
 
The conference has recently released their updated requirements for phase 2 for churches who are reopening. 
Phase 2 began in the conference on Sunday June 21. A summary for churches reopening in this phase is that 
churches must adhere to the following: everyone must wear a face covering, everyone must stay 6 feet apart from 
all nonfamily persons at all times; there is no fellowship time, no choirs, no congregational singing, to attend any 
church gathering each person must fill out a health form (used for contact tracing), register four days in advance 
and check their temperature the day of the event before leaving one’s house. If one person arrives at the church 
and is not wearing a facemask and will not do so if asked to, the outside greeter is forced to shut the door and lock 
it and keep the person from entering. If, during the service or gathering, a person takes off a face mask and/or will 
not stay six feet apart from a non-family member, then the service is immediately ended and everyone will be 
forced to leave.  
 
This is a very brief summary of some of the main requirements for churches who plan to do Phase 2 worship. The 
HCT understands the need for churches to return in ways that are safe and protect everyone who comes. At the 
same time, we feel that these requirements limit our ability to offer gospel hospitality to all people. It prevents us 
from being able to welcome new people, who may not know that you have to register four days in advance. We 
believe the requirements listed here limit much of the worship and fellowship life of Sunday mornings. 
 
As we (the HCT) have reflected on the survey results, the most important findings we heard from our church are 
the following: 

● Nearly half of those who responded about when you would return said you will not return to worship until 
there is a vaccine 

● The vast majority expressed a desire to wait until phase 3 of the conference plans before we return 
● Many comments said that Phase 2 (listed above) is too restrictive and would remove many important 

aspects of our gatherings. 

 

https://vaumc.org/return/
http://doc.vaumc.org/News2020/TAM.pdf


 

Phase three includes the following (though it is subject to change): moderate safe distancing, face coverings are 
optional, nursery and children’s ministry may resume, handshaking is optional, regular worship, fellowship time 
may resume, regular communion, singing may resume with some restrictions, and normal sanctuary seating.  
 
As the Healthy Church Team, in reflecting on survey responses and the conference requirements with our four 
values guiding us, we believe that it is best for our congregation to wait until Phase 3 before we resume any in 
person gatherings. We also have decided that we do not plan to have any outdoor events including worship. The 
same safety precautions and requirements above are required for outdoor gatherings, as well as the uncertainty of 
the weather. We believe the amount of volunteers and hours needed to make these types of gathering happen can 
be better used for ministry in other ways.  
 
There is no timetable for when phase three will begin. Bishop Lewis has the discretion to make that decision to 
move our whole conference in that direction when she and her team feels the time is right. No church will be 
forced to open on any date before they feel safe and ready to do. Many UM churches in Northern Virginia are 
taking more precautions and waiting longer to reopen than in other parts of the state. 
 
Please know that the conference moving into Phase 3 does not necessarily coincide with Governor Northam’s 
plans for phase 3 for Virginia. Bishop Lewis will also continue to have more strict guidelines for our churches 
than what the governor allows for faith communities.  
 
We understand the desire for getting back together and that everyone really misses the opportunities to see and 
connect with each other. But these are unique times and especially as states that are reopening are seeing rises in 
new cases we do not want to do anything to jeopardize the health of our congregation or community. By not 
gathering together in large gatherings we are acting to care for our community by limiting the spread of Covid-19. 
We are also at work to continue thinking of ways to help everyone remain connected to your faith and your 
church community. If you are feeling isolated or have ideas for how to help more people feel connected right now, 
please speak with Pastor Jay. We will do our absolute best to be the church, to be there for each other and to be 
there for our community. 
 
If you have questions or concerns, please reach out to us.  
 
The Healthy Church Team 
Amy Lyon 
Barry Colvert 
Amy Dane 
Nancy Convery  
Rev. Jay Campbell 

 


