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January 19, 2021 
 
Dear Church Community, 
 
As we enter a new year of life and ministry together at our church I want to express my deep gratitude for the 
generosity you have shown in this past difficult and challenging year. Your financial giving in 2020 has been 
incredibly generous. I do not take anyone’s giving for granted and am grateful for how you have given to support 
and strengthen the ministries of our church. I want to share with you some of the ways your giving this year has 
empowered our church’s ministry in 2020, This is by no means a full list but I want to encourage you by sharing 
ways that your giving has empowered impactful ministry. 
 
Through your missional giving our church has given thousands of dollars this year to local, national and global 
ministry. Your giving has gone to support Rising Hope, our special UMC Sunday offerings to support a variety of 
important ministries throughout our connectional system (such as UMCOR, Native American Ministries, 
scholarships for students and much more), Heifer International, UMCOR Covid Response Fund, and over 10,000 
meals with Rise Against Hunger. Your giving sent two church members down to Richmond last January with over 
300 people to join with the Virginia Interfaith Center in their Day for All People, a day of learning and advocacy. 
Through the pastor’s discretionary fund your giving has helped provide groceries and food assistance, rental 
assistance, and internet access for families with children doing online school. Your giving has helped provide 
meals to families going through a loss and difficult season. In this difficult year for so many your contributions to 
the pastor’s discretionary fund has helped meet immediate needs of families and people in our community. Before 
we had to close our building, your giving offered space for multiple AA groups, cub scouts, CPR classes, and 
piano lessons for our community neighbors to have a place to gather and meet. 
 
Your giving has helped provide books and resources for our small groups, our growing church library, prayer 
resources and discipleship and leadership resources for our church leadership council. We were able to provide 
books, home activities and worship activity bulletins for our children. We were able to provide supplies for our 
alternative worship space for active prayer and learning, and we were able to begin adding some art in our 
sanctuary. 
 
As we had to navigate to a virtual world, your giving helped us continue to meet in small groups, church council, 
fellowship, prayer, virtual coffee, and virtual communion through Zoom. Your giving enabled us to provide 
worship videos without advertisements and to do our best to have an easy to use church website to help us grow, 
connect, learn and serve in this uniquely challenging year. When we were able to have outdoor communion in the 
fall, your giving allowed us to have the necessary supplies and elements to safely meet for communion in person. 
 
There are many ways your giving has sustained us this year. I am adopting a new practice that each January I 
share with the church the ways your giving has enabled and strengthened meaningful and important ministry in 
the past year. Your giving has made all this and more possible. I am grateful that as we move into a new year 

 



 

together, we do so in a healthy place financially. We will strive to continue being faithful with the gifts you give 
to the church. I hope you see that your giving is participation in the work God is doing. We desire to continue this 
work and to grow in being able to serve our neighbors even more, to invite more people into service, to help all of 
us grow daily in our faith, to strengthen and multiply small groups, to provide you with resources to grow in 
prayer and engaging scripture. Your giving allows us to care for our church community and our neighbors outside 
of the walls of the church. I hope that in 2021 we can grow and increase the ways we care for each other and serve 
our neighbors who are struggling and hurting. While we continue to navigate this difficult season, we have an 
incredible capacity to do good, and I pray we will grow in our ability to do so. 
 
Thank you for your generous giving in 2020. I am grateful. No offering is ever considered too small or 
insignificant. Each cent given is joined with many others as a gift to God for God to use for meaningful ministry. 
Thank you for being a part of this and may God lead us to life giving and impacting new ministry in this new 
year. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Rev. Jay Campbell 
 

 


